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NOTES FOR CONTRIBUTORS

1. General

1.1. The scientific journal MEKHANIKA KOMPOZITNYKH MATERIALOV (Mechanics of Composite Materials) 
is a bimonthly periodical covering results of original experimental and theoretical investigations on the properties and behav-
ior of composite materials and their constituents.

Particular attention is focused on the following problems of the mechanics of advanced materials:
- failure, fatigue, and long-term strength; 
- methods of optimum design of materials and structures;
- prediction of long-term properties and aging problems;
- nondestructive testing;
- mechanical aspects of technology;
- composites in civil engineering and infrastructure;
- mechanics of nanocomposites;
- mechanics of biocomposites;
- smart materials.
1.2. The Editorial Boards selects for publication the most significant and interesting articles containing new results 

and ideas or an original analysis of data available in the literature. All manuscripts submitted are checked for plagiarism 
and are refered by independent reviewers. Authors have to submit their own list of minimum three reviewers, indi-
cating their full name, place of work, and e-mail address. At least one of them has to be from another residing country / 
place of work than authors. Authors have also the right to indicate undesirable reviewers, but the final choice of review-
ers will be made by the Editor-in-Chief. Based on the reviews received, a conclusion about their publication will be made. 
Otherwise the article will be returned for correction.

1.3. The manuscript is submitted in electronic version.  The manuscript should be supplied by information on the 
authors (full name, place of work, position, academic degree and status, home address, e-mail, fax, and phone) with indica-
tion of the person for correspondence and the Consent to publish the article, signed by the corresponding author (the text 
Consent see below). 

The Editorial Board considers only manuscripts prepared according to the Notes for contributors of our 
journal. Otherwise the manuscript will be returned to authors for revision.

1.4. The date of submission of a paper is the date the publisher receives all of the above-listed materials.
1.5. The Author agrees to publication in Russian in the journal “Mekhanika Kompozitnykh Materialov” by the University 

of Latvia and also in English in the corresponding journal “Mechanics of Composite Materials” by Springer in “Springer”. 
The copyright to the article in Russian is transferred to the University of Latvia and to the article in English — 

to “Springer” effective if and when the article is accepted for publication. The request of the Editorial Board to im-
prove a paper does not mean that the latter is accepted to publication: after improvement, it will again be considered 
by the Editorial Board. 

1.6. The Editorial Board reserves the right to make amendments in the manuscript. The author will be acquainted 
with them at the stage of proofreading.

1.7. Authors will  receive proofs in English in the form of PDF files, which they are requested to  correct and return 
no later than in three days after reception. The author has to indicate misprints and check formulas, figures, and tables. 
No other corrections are allowed.

1.9. After publication of a paper, its PDF files will be supplied free of charge to the author(s).
The journal MECHANICS OF COMPOSITE MATERIALS is published in Russian. Simultaneously, it is also trans-

lated into English (Mechanics of Composite Materials).
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2. Requirements to Manuscripts

2.1. Manuscripts should be written in literary English. Russian manuscripts are translated into English by the pub-
lisher. Authors should pay special attention to the style, grammar, and orthography of the manuscript. Editing a manuscript 
written in poor English is paid by authors (10 EUR for an A4 page). The payment suggestion will be sent to authors before 
beginning the work with it. As soon as the financial problem is settled, the manuscript will be put in work. 

2.2. Manuscripts should be prepared strongly according to the pattern given in http://pmi.lu.lv
2.3. The article should begin with initials and family names of authors (corresponding author is indicated by an as-

terisk; at the bottom of the first page, his or her e-mail address, phone, and fax are indicated), and then its title is given. Apart 
from the main text, the paper should contain: abstracts and 4-6 keywords, full name of the institution where the investigation 
has been carried out, conclusions, figures, and tables.

2.4. The title of the paper should reflect the subject of investigation in a precise compact form. It should not be similar 
to the title of a monograph. Word combinations “To the question...,” “On the problem...,” etc. should be avoided. In its opti-
mum variant, the title should include the basic keywords of the study.

2.5. Abstract is a concise summary of the paper with basic actual information and conclusions. The abstract should 
begin with a summary of the essence of the study. The title should not be repeated in the text. It is advised to avoid phrases 
“...the author of the article considers...” etc. The abstract should not contain descriptions of the data published earlier, well-
known statements and formulas, and references.  The body of the text is determined by the content of the article, the amount 
of information, and its scientific value and should not exceed 250 words.

2.6. Keywords have to reflect the content and specific character of the study area chosen by the author. A list of rec-
ommended keywords can be found on the site of our journal. Common keywords (composite materials, mechanical proper-
ties, etc.), characterizing any paper published in the journal MCM, should be avoided.

2.7. The introduction should be written clearly in order to attract the attention of wide circles of readers to the problem 
touched on in the paper. The urgency, novelty, and practical importance of the work have to be clearly indicated, with refer-
ence to the present-day literature. The aim of the work have to be accurately formulated in the Introduction, and its achieve ment 
has to be confirmed by the results stated in Conclusions..

2.8. The text of paper exceeding two pages should be devided into sections and subsections ( e. g. Introduction. 1. Prob-
lem Statement. 1.1. Nonlinear dynamics etc. Conclusions. REFERENCES).

2.9. The text of papers (in the text editor Microsoft Word for Windows, Times New Roman type, 12 pt., with 2.5-cm  
upper and lower,  3-cm left, and 1.5-cm right margins  and an 1.25-cm indentation) should be printed at 1.5 intervals on white 
paper of standard size (format A4, 210 x 297 mm).  The volume of the article is 25 pages (including figures: two figures are 
one page, a and b are considered as two figures).  

Materials in the PDF format are not accepted. 
The text should contain references to all tables and figures. Experimental data and calculation results not discussed 

in the article should not be cited. The authors are requested to avoid duplication of information in the text, tables, and figures.
Equations must be indented. If the formulas are cited in the text, they should be numbered, with the numbers given 

in  parentheses in the right margin.
All formulas must be set up by using Microsoft Office Word — Microsoft Equation or any version of MathType.
The conclusion should not duplicate the abstract. In this section, the importance of obtained results for the develop-

ment of the field of science investigated can be substantiated and prospects of examination of the problem discussed indicated. 
Then, if necessary, acknowledgements are expressed.

 In appendices, the material not affecting the understanding of the main text, but important for experts in the cor-
responding field, is given.

Tables (obligatorily with brief and clear titles) should be typed double - spaced on separate sheets. They should not contain 
empty columns, rows, and unexplained abbreviations. The symbols of quantities should be followed by their dimensions.

Graphs, diagrams, and schemes should be submitted at the end of the Microsoft Word file, after References, in the 
CDR, XLS, AI, PPT, WMF, EMF, or TIF formats a resolution of 600 dpi. 
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Photographs, only in a black-and-white variant (grayscale 8-bit), should be submitted in the TIF, JPG, GIF, or PNG 
formats with a resolution of 300 dpi.

 The graphic files should not be included in the text; each figure should be saved as a separate file.
Figures should be placed singly on a list, with all their pats a, b, … put on the same list. It is advised that the dimen-

sions of the figures given in the manuscript allow their reproduction without scaling. Only a minimum amount of wordy and 
numerical designations should be left of figures – all explanations should be included in figure captions. If the author expects 
that the figures will be reduced, the dimensions of lines and characters must be increased in the manuscript. 

Illustrations in the PDF and EPS formats are not accepted.
All pages of the manuscript, including tables, references, and figure captions, should be numbered. Duplication of the 

same data in the text, tables, and figure should be avoided.
The literature cited is presented at the end of the article in the reference list, in the quotation order in the text, and 

has to reflect the urgency of the subject-matter of the work. Optimum is 20-30 references; among them, advisable are refer-
ences to the literature published during the last 10-15 years. The proportion of self-citation should not exceed 25% on the 
average. The references should be marked in the text by a serial number in square brackets, for example [5].  The bibliography 
should be formed according to ISO 690-1.  Use the style of the examples given below.
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Electronic resources. To designate an electronic address, the abbreviation “URL” (Uniform Resource Locator) is 
used, followed by the electronic address. The data of reference to the address have to be indicated.

 The journal encourages authors, where possible and applicable, to deposit data that support the findings 
of their research in a public repository. Authors and editors who do not have a preferred repository should consult 
Springer Nature’s list of repositories and research data policy.

• List of Repositories
http://www.springernature.com/gp/group/data-policy/repositorie

•  Research Data Policy
http://www.springernature.com/gp/group/data-policy/fag
 General repositories – for all types of research data – such as figshare and Drayad may be used.
 Dataset that are assigned digital object identifiers (DOIs) by a data repository may be cited in the reference list. 

Data citations should include the minimum information recommended by DataCite: authors, title, publisher (repository 
name), identifier.

•  DataCite
https://www.datacite.org/
Springer Nature provides a research data policy support service for authors and editors, which can be contacted ar 

researchdata@springernature.com.
This service provides advice on research data policy compliance and on finding research data repositories. It is 

independent of journal, book and conference proceedings editorial offices and does not advise on specific manuscripts.
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Consent to Publish

The Author confirms:
• that the work described has not been published before (except in the form of an abstract or as part of a published 

lecture, review, or thesis);
• that it is not under consideration for publication elsewhere;
• that its publication has been approved by all coauthors, if any;
• that its publication has been approved (tacitly or explicitly) by the responsible authorities at the institution where 

the work is carried out.
The Author agrees to publication in Russian in the journal “Mekhanika Kompozitnykh Materialov” by the Universi-

ty of Latvia and also in English in the corresponding journal “Mechanics of Composite Materials” by Springer in “Springer”.
The copyright to the article in Russian is transferred to the University of Latvia and to the article in English -- to 

“Springer” effective if and when the article is accepted for publication. The author warrants that his/her contribution is 
original and that he/she has full power to make this grant. The author signs for and accepts responsibility for releasing this 
material on behalf of any and all co-authors. The copyright transfer covers the exclusive right to reproduce and distribute the 
article, including reprints, translations, photographic reproductions, microform, electronic form (offline, online) or any other 
reproductions of similar nature.

After submission of the agreement signed by the corresponding author, changes of authorship or in the order of the 
authors listed will not be accepted by Editorial Board/Springer.
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